jFrbst Now butlﬂ'erring Scarce
~ at Bay of Islands.

'PROSPECT  CONSIDERED POOR.

S—— i

-l in the Arms Greatly Bothering

Direet néws from the herring fleet at Bay
of Islands, N, F,, received here this morn-
ing, is of a most discouraging character, and
bears out the correctness of recent articles in
the Times as t) adverse conditions there for
securing herring cargoes.

Despatches this noon say that there has
been frost and also that herring have been
run op t> $2.50 and $3 per barrel. This, of
course, is for stock to put on the scaffolds to |
{reeze. and shuts out entirely the vessels that
are looking for salt herring, so, unless there
is a sadden change in the situation, which is
not likely, it looks as though all the salt
hereing oaded fiom now on would be very

' few indeed,

‘The despatches also state that herring are
| very searce aud that the prospect is com;id-1
. ered very poor by the skippers there. To

add to these troubles, ice has formed in the
Arms and is greatly bothering the fishermen
in their operations.

The most ominous sign of all is that the
| gulf ice has begun to show itself, and this

means that it is only a question of time
when it reaches the Bay of Islands and seals
it up for the winter,

Dee. 24

|~ Lost About All Her Trawls.
John Bishop, the Vincent Point builder,
has laid the keel for & new schooner for
Capt. Joseph F. Silveira, formerly of sch.
Mary E. Silveira. The new craft will be
110 tons gross and will be launched about

March 1, : l
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|7 Herring Notes. |
Seh. Blanche, Capt. William Morrissey,
arrived home this morping from bay of Isl-

ands, N. F., with a full fare of salt herring.

#“PUR STEAMER WRECKED.

Winnipeg, Man., Dec. 24.—The
Hudson Bay company's steamer |
Stork, which plies -between London
and Hudson Bay, was wrecked on
Lisbon Shoals in Hudson Bay. The
¢rew was rescued. The cargo con-
sisted of $1,500,000 worth of furs.

Decs 24

!:iay't Arrivals and Receipts.
-2 "8ch.-Wilillam H. Rider,

1bs. salt cod, L
( Sab. Almeida, shore, 15,000 Ibs, poltosk.

Sch. Jobn Hays Bammond, via Boston,
30,C0 1bs. fresh eod,

’ Todavs Fish Market.
‘p;ﬁmdm'“ﬁ. per cwt. ; gutted 60

r'&ﬂ:;t Georges cod, large $4.00, mediums,
©Bunk halibut 11 ots. per Ib. for white
and 8 cts. for gray.

Salt pollock, $1.50; salt haidock, $1.50,

'large, $2.00; mediams, $1.6; Eastern ood,
;rz, $1.90; %sx.w; ousk, $1.60 to
| $1.65; haddock, ; bhake, 75 ota.; pol-
look, T0cts. 28
_ Eastern deck handline cod, 8400 for
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arrived from a Georges*handline trip Thars-
day, with a good fare, having 45,000
pounds of salt cod. She went through the |
{recent gales withous losing a rope

| Beh. Natalie J. Nelson, /45,000 baddock,

20,000 eod, 300 halibat,
Sch. Gladys and Sabrd.
Seh. Mary A. Gleasof.
Sch. Jobn Hays F mond, 28,000 had-

dock, 30,000 cod, 2000 cusk.

Haddock, $2 to $2.25 per ewt.

Fishing Fleet Movementa.

Sch. Alice R. Lawson, bound home from
Bay of Islands, N. F., with 1400 barrels salt
herring, was at Louisburg, C. B., on Mon-
‘day and cleared.

Dec. 26,
10 LOCATE MACKEREL |

Master Mariners Association Want
the Grampus Next Season.:

Had Meeting and Conference on
r Matter This Morning

|
——

|
A special meeting of the Master Mariners
Association was held-this forenoon, W, W,
Lufkin, private secretary to Congressman ’
Gardner, being present by appointment. The '

/matter talked over was regarding the feasibil -

ity of having the United States Fish Com- |
mission sch. Grawpus accompany the mack-
erel seining fleet next season, starting early
in the spring and going south and thence
work this way, endeavoring to locate the
mackerel, keep track of them if possible,and
2lso to ascertain any new haunts they may |°
bave and also where they may disappear to,
as they often do suddenly. !
Several of the members spoke on the sub-
ject, and all laid stress on the fact that some- |
thing should be done to keep track of thef
mackerel, and thought that they could rea- {
sonably ask the government to aid them in l
the matter. |
Mr. Lufkin advised the association to draw
up a petition, have it generally signed by
skippers and fishermen, and forward it, with
a statement of the ease and their desires and ;
suggestions to Commissioner of Flsheriesg
Bowers at Washington. i
He also suggested that a practieal seining |

mackerel skipper, to be in the temporary ser- _

vice of the Bureau of Fisheries, be detailed
to go on the Grampus, with Capt. Hanson,
and to use his judgment as to the -courses to
pursue throughout the season in locating and
keeping track of the maekerel schools.
He also suggested that the association in
- form the ;two Massachusetts sepators and f
Congressman Gardner of what they desired
in the matter and ask their assistance.

Dec: ,26.

™ Long Hard Trips. -

Sch. Fannie Belle Atwood, which arrivg
atBoston yesterday:from the Cape Shore, has
only a small tripand has been out six weeks.
Seh. Elmer E. Gray is also there today.
She has been out about a month and like the
Atwood, has been up against it in good
shape. '
At this port sch. Effie M. Prior has about
35,000 pounds of fresh fish and has been gone
quite a while. The captains of all three ves-
sels report unusually severe weather to the
eastward and fish scarce,

Rec, 26,
»~ WITH Goo> TRIP, |

Sch. Sheffeyld Arrives at Her New;
j Home Port, Pensacola. ‘

| Boh Sheffeyld, Capt, Q. Melville Me-
{Clain, which was recently sold from this
port to Pensacoela parties which sailed from

home port a fow days ago with a good trip.

Capt. MeClain reports a {air passage down
and that he likes the vassel very mngh, He
are plenty and the Tatter a6 TMling the inar.

Ree. 26

Good Trip. e T

8ch. Wm, B. Rider, Capt. Nels Larson, | ~

yarn,

e

‘Wil no doubt. cause uite a sensation in
softie’ DTty v Nova Seotia; as it strikes bold-
ly at an institution which has for years been:
recognizad, if not ui;_enl‘y admitted, as a kind:
of **biting off the nose to spite the face’’
affair, and has ‘kept away from the mer-
~chants of Shelburne, Yarmouth, Liverpool,
Halifax, Whitehead, Louisburg, North Syd-
i
ney, Port Mulgrave, Port Hawesbury and!
other ports many thousands of -good U nited !
States dollars from New England fishing ves- |
| sels, g

The institation to which the Coaste Guﬂnli
refers is the license fee or tonnage tax o!i
$1.50 per ton and this is how it treats with |
the matter: /

*“ T'he Shelburne Gazette, of last week, re-
ports several American fishing vessels at that
port, which bought supplies, made 1epairs,
and did a little business generally, These
transactions, though comparatively emall,
must have been welcomed by the townsmen
with things to sell.

‘“That kind of trade, the most Jegitimate
in the world, might grow to paying propor-
tions, were it not; for the license fee which
overates to hinder it without doing any good
to a single interest among us. These vessels
would be the natural gustomers of our ports
and harbors were it not for that most absurd
regulation which nobody undertakes to de-
fend now. Even China no longer holds to
the antiquated notion.’’

The Coast Guard has spoken on this snb- i
ject before but apparently has received little |
or no support from other Nova Seotia papers,
although from a biisiness point'of view there
is no question as to the correstness of its
assertions. Undoubtedly were the license

|fea relegated to the rear with other antigues
Nova Scotia business men would see the
benefit on their ledgers, but here it is con-
sidered that the regulation is clung to in the
hopa that some day it may be used as one of
the levers for lifting our tariff gate for the
free entry of Nova Scotia fish or in a reaue-
tion of the duty on the same. )

As a matter of fact, this belief would not
appear to be warranted by existing condi-
tions as there is no comparison betweenthe
relative values to the New England fishing
interests of the duties on Nova Scotia fish
and the payment of the tonnage tax, the lat-
ter being very insignificant as to outlay of
money alongside the benefit derived from
duty imposed on provineial fish brought into
this country. :

As we said before, the Coast-Guard, from
a business point of view at" ienst, has prae-
tically a proven case, but we are inclined to
believe that the provincial government
will not be made to see it in ‘that light for
many a day to come.

Mackerel News.
The imports of salt 'mackerel at Boston to
datelare 38,624 barrels against 20,539, barrels

at this time last season. -

r Fine Trip..... iy

Capt. James Vanamberg and oresw of the
< Western bank deck handliner - Norma got
home in time to spend Chistmas on
coming in here just as old Santa was making
his rounds. They had a fine fare, on which
to celebrate the holiday, for in ‘the hold
were 70,000 porpds of salt cod, &
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DALY TIMES FISH BUREAU, |

Today’s Arrivals and l«nipu

Sch, Norma, Western Bank, deck hand.
lining, 70,000 1bs. salt cod. i

Sch. Effie M. Prior, Cape Shore, 35,000
1bs. fresh fish. g - —"

Sch. Paulive, Western bank, deck hand.
lining, salt cod.

: m;8:!; Appomattox, ‘shore. 15,000 1bs.  pol-

Todavs ;l-lT Market,

- Round pollock, &5 ets. per owt. ; gntted n&
‘cents, A




“ﬁplitﬁng pmasﬁw fre
lnme. $2.005

M'IOcts.
‘Rastern deck handiine cod, $4.00 (orlarge

{and $3.00 for mediums,

| N——
Boston.
Today being a holiday at T wharf, the
Times does not have its usual report of ves-
sels there. The followibg crafts, however,
“are in there and probably others:

Sch. Elmer E. Gray, 15,000 haddock, 7000
¢od, 10,000 cusk.

Sch. Fannie Belle Atwood, 6000

haddock,

$1.90; mediom, $1.50; cusk, $1.60 to
65; haddock, 80 ets, ; hake, 75 ofs. ; m"

1
l
}

16,000 cod, 2000 hake, 6000 cusk, pol-|

lock.
Seh. George E. Lane, Jr.
Sch. Athena, 4000 haddock, 2500 cod.
Sch. Minerva.

Dec. 28.

NEWS OF ICE
 CONFIRMED.

Vessels Cannot (Get
, *Thmngh Stmts Now.

HERRING ~ARE  VERY SCARCE.

&mnmm of Arrivals Thus Farl
~ This Season and Last.

w‘{g,

. The Times’ information of ice in the gulf

‘and conditions as existing at Bay of Islands,

N, F., last Taesday and Wednesday is con-

iuaed by dispatches reealved here by vessel
owriers yesterday.

T1hese dispatches were to the effect that
not only were herring very searce at Bay of
Islands, with iee bothering the fishermen,
bat that the gulf ice had appeared in the
maih and navigation there was closed to

r vessels, only the ice breaking steam-}
QQ ww going up the coast.

skippers at Bay of Tslands were
mnd;e aware of the appearance of the ice by |
telezrams from up along the eoast and in a
like manner they will keep tabs on its ap-
proach and steady journey down the ooast.
toward South Head.

"Lhe vessel owners here who were think-
ihg some of sending certain of ‘their vessels
back for second trips have given up the idea
Ogﬁmiy and some are even wondering if it
@ﬁ& wise move to send some of the craft

‘have already .sailed, going somewlLat

it season, to date, the herriog fleet had
ight here and Boston 30 cargoes of salt

nd frozen herring. Of these three were
frczen goods, one was half frozen and half
salt and the rest wholly salt. Of the entire
108, five came in Bt!ush bottoms, and were
all w i

Thurm. thus m- there have been 12
mmu with salt herring and two with fro-
bm'ring cargoes. Already two vessels
hayo been Jost in the fishery, while Jast sea-
£on none were ‘lost throughout the whole
Mﬂm of the fishery

~ The season of 1907-8 ,pmdlued about 33 1-2
cargoes of frozen herring fo: the American
market, while this season, should all the
vessels load, they will have about 17 or 18
frozen herring fares, in Ameridan bottoms,
As far as known there are but six Nova
Bootia vessels at Bay of Islands for frozen
cargoes, and the chances are that not over
balf of these will come to this market.

. At present with herring scarce, thero is
of eourse, much doubt regardng all the ves-
sels now at the bay securing full loads.
‘I'hien it must be remenbered that over all is
the dread and fear of the iea coming down,
and no skipper wants his vessel to get frozen
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. Bquid at Provincetown.
'“”mh from Provincetown state that
, mﬂmehenmgmstm nmuukm
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{ The presumed eastern demand for |
| Pacific codfish has faile&’*to material-v
Hze, :and ‘the western dealers, admit- |
‘ting this, say that their greatest need»
now is some kind of a market for
their surplus stock.

The following extract fmm the Pa-
cific Fisherman, are from statements
of the leading codfish eompames of
San Francisco and are of c(msxderable {
interest at this time, as .
doubtedly give a corrdet report of
present condition of aﬁ’airﬁ in the Pa-
cific cod trade. {

“The commercial end
ness in this market, so i
are conecerned, is very n
alized, owing to the usuut overproduc-
tion.

“A presumed c—astern demand for
Pacific Coast codfish ha8 mot mater-
ialized, unless packers are shipping |
at prices which will barely cover the |
cost of production. Boomers of Pa-
cific Coast codfish do #hot seem to!
realize the congestion of home mar-
kets and the unprofitable returns from
other markets: . The history of the
business in San Franciseo is an op-
en book which anybody ¢an read, and
must admit that it is not'a profitable
investment for beginners to engage
in the codfish business.

“Having mentioned the unsatisfac-
‘tory condition in the commercial part |
of the business, we want to add that |
the fishing part is even more risky.
The two vessels of this company fish-
ing in the seas this year, and the two
,‘»essols of the other company eng&ged
Hn the business here, all came home
| with only half’ loads, which adds viry
much to the cost of production and,
notwithstanding that all these Ves-
sels came home with  small loads,
there is too much codfish in this mar-
ket for the requirements of a con-
gested field.”

“The absence of any demand from
the east, caused in particular by the
low prices prevailing in the West In-
dies and other markets for hard-|
cured fish, has made it espeeially dif-
ficult’ to dispese of the surplus, and
there is every prospect of a contin-
unance of ‘low . prices for severdl
months to come. :

“The catch on the Pacific coast has
exceeded the demand of this section,
and any failure of demand from the
east leaves us all with a surphis on
our hands. Reports just received
from our stations in Alaska are of
enough (fish caught there and await--
ing shipment to assure two full car-
goes with the winter and spring cateh |
rjust about to open. Onr greatest |
need now is some kind of a market for |
opur surplus catch.” % |

Dec. 28
TWANT CLOSE SEM

Capt. W. Harry Pmctor Calls One
Necessary for Lobsters.

e e

Believes That Length Limit Doesto!
Solve Problem.

When doctors disagree, who shall decide?
The conference of fish and game commission-
er at Boston recently passed a resolution
that it would be unwise to establish a cloce
season on lobsters, and now comes forward
Capt. W. Hawry Proeter of the state fish

and game commission steamer Lexington
and says the thing necessary to mm;
mmiply on our ceast, is a close season.

‘Qapt. Procter is a member of ﬂte”shww
lice and is known to every lom‘
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'/ | 'The captain said recently that he eonld fore -

%mtbemﬁdtbe Iobster crop uvless some
Inew law to xesnlatsthe catehing of them
[sheuld be dev

"I do not think that the limitation of the
length of lobsters to be taken will be of any
nse,”” he said. ‘“It would ba pretty hard to
wahh every fisherman on the coast and see
‘each lobster that he brought in from his pot
every day in the year.

““There is np doubt that the lobster supply
is dimmklnng. This is due to the fact that
‘the young as well as the old ones are taken
by the fishermen and propagation is thus
‘hindered. The law says that none under
‘nine inches shall be taken. That means
{8'1-2 inches when they are cooked, or per-
‘haps even less.
~ *“It is my opinion that it is not pecessary
to place any limit to the length of a Iobster
eaught, ‘but there is in my mind certainly a
'necessity of placing a clnse season on the
(catching of them. ILobsters spawn about
Ju!y 1. If 1 had the right to 'fix the law I,
‘would prohibit the mﬁabing of lobsters for
ﬂr months after &at Feadi

Do, 28
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Captains of Salt Bnnhl:s l’aymg Off
Crews for Season’s Work.

Lunenburg, “the Gloucester of Nova Sco-
tia,”” as that fishing port is oIban called, is
enjoying quite & season of prosperity at pres-

-

ent. The lobster fishermen are hard at work
and some big days’ fishing have been done,
one man making $28 in one day. Big checks
are common there at this season of the year,
as the summer bank eateh is being settled for
aﬂnd the captains are paying off their crews.

,ee/ 4? 5
? LATE HERRING NEWS. |

Fish Plentiful at Fortune Bay Firs!
Time in Years.

Schs. Esperanto and Senator Gardner
*  Bound Home with Fares.

Late advices from Bay of lslands, N. F.,
state that sch. Esperanto has secured a full
cargo of frozen herring, mostly pan goods,
and sailed for home, also that sch. Senator
Gardner has loaded with salt herring and
peailed for this port.

Word from there, under date of December
23 says that slob ice is making in the Hum-
ber. Tuesday night it suddenly came in
very cold and next morning navigation was
practically c¢losed. The ice was not very
thiek, but sumciently hard to make it diffi-
cult for a vessel to get through. -Tuesday
;evening the gasoliners Veda M. MceKown
jand Saladin went up there and wereé all day

Wednwday working into clear water.
3; The object of these vessels leaving the oth-
‘er Arms and coming there was to secure her-
ring, there being more there than in any oth-
er Arm of the bay. During the past week
all the old nets and boats in Birchy Cove
and pear vicinity were pnt into uss, result-
ing in some fair catches being made,

There has been a slack spell in the other
Arms, and as before, the herring are in deep
water. - It is hoped they will strike back in
the shallows again, bat when they will do
50 is a big question. There is an old saying,
**It’s a hard telling the mind of a squid,’’ |
and that applies to hemnz at Bay of Islands l
this season. =~

Sehs, Oragon and Maxine Elliott, loaded
with salt therring cargoes; sailed for home
December 22 and sch. Esperanto is about
lmded with frozen. Sch. Bohemia® arrived
‘on December 20, Capt. Bohlin, who had
just come in from the Arm, says that sch.
Esperanto would ba ready to sail Wednesday
with a fall cargo, including a cabin load.

The prospect Tuésday was some better
than for a number of days previous and the
nerring are now running very large. ;
For the first time since 1904 herring are re- |
ported plentiful in Fortune Bay, particular- | ‘*
1y at Bay Du Nord Brook, wheromamlmva
been seen than ever before.

The Western Star says: *'Many com-
plaints are being made regarding Sunday
ﬂuhlm Imx O‘Rieily is determined




